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Special points of interest: 
 

√ Check your child’s agenda 

book each day. 

 

√ Drop off your child after 

7:45am. 
 

√ Arrive before 8:15am 

or your child will be 

counted tardy.   
Late arrivals must be signed 

in by an adult. 

 
 

√ Send us a note about 

changes in transportation, 

illness, and/or contact infor-

mation. 

 
√ Students will not be dis-

missed from the office after 

2:15 unless a note has been 

sent in stating they have an   

appointment. 

 

 We can hardly believe the first month of school has already past!!  Our students have 
been working hard and learning a lot, AND we want to keep this momentum going!  Having our 
students with us in school each day is a priority for us and a very important component of the 
learning process for them as well.  This year, the state of Maryland is rating all schools based 
upon a variety of indicators.  Student attendance in relation to chronic absenteeism falls within 
the School Quality/Student Success indicator for school success.  Did you know each individual 
student that is absent 10% of the number of days they are enrolled in our school is classified as 
chronically absent?  To put this in perspective: 

     The good news is, the year is far from over! If your child has been enrolled since the begin-
ning of school and has already met or exceeded 10% absenteeism you can reduce this percent-
age with improved attendance in the future!  For example, if your child attended 17 of the 19 
days school has been open in the month of September, the 2 days absence already exceeded 
10% and chronic absenteeism status for your child has been reached. But, if your child remains 
enrolled during the month of October and attends every day school is open, their number of days 
present will be 39 out of 41 which is the equivalent of 4.8% absence.  This cuts their absentee-
ism rating in half and remains well below the chronic absenteeism status.   
      
The bottom line is, while the state has charged us to monitor attendance in this way; we love 
having your child in school and miss them when they are not here!  While there are health issues 
that may prevent your child from attending every day, we encourage you to join us in stressing 
to your children the importance of being in school and to value the many learning opportunities 
that being in attendance presents.  For more information on building the habits of good attend-
ance, log onto www.wcboe.org .  Under the heading “School System”, you will see a tab titled 
“ATTENDANCE MATTERS”.  There you will find a link to resources for good attendance, 
absenteeism, and guidelines for sickness for students. 
     
 This year, Wicomico County is excited to place priority on Writing Workshop.  Utilizing the 
Lucy Calkins Units of Writing, there is an emphasis on the writing process, stamina, volume 
and independence.  Scoring tools have been developed to help students monitor their progress 
during the Writing Workshop, with feedback provided in notebooks.  These scoring tools can be 
used as a Language grade, limiting graded worksheets that will be sent home. Writing is a pow-
erful tool to empower students as learners and increase student achievement. 
  
     Kindergarten through 2nd grade will be exploring the amazing world of Fountas & Pinnell 
Interactive Read Aloud.  Interactive Read-Aloud promotes the joy of reading, expands chil-
dren’s vocabulary, and increases their ability to think, talk, and write about texts that fully en-
gage their interest.   
 
We also want to remind our families that if you have not yet had an opportunity to meet your 
child’s teacher and visit the classroom, we welcome you to do so. You may leave a phone mes-
sage through the office, note in the agenda, or send an email to your child’s teacher directly with 
your request.  She or he will then contact you. And of course, if either Mrs. Rice or I can be of 
assistance to you, please do feel free to contact us.  We support open communication between 
home and school and recognize the difference it can make in the success of our students.    
 

Wishing you a Wonderful Willards October!  

Mrs. Nicholson 

Number of Days  
Enrolled at WES for 
2018 – 2019 School 
Year 

Number of 
Days this Stu-
dent was Ab-
sent 

Percentage of 
Time this Stu-
dent was Ab-
sent 

Student rated 
as Chronical-
ly Absent 

10 1 10% YES 

30 3 10% YES 

90 (Equals ½ the year) 9 10% YES 

180 (Equals full year) 18 10% YES 

http://www.wcboe.org


 

 

Pre Kindergarten 

Kindergarten 

Second Grade 

Third Grade 

First Grade 

 Pre-K has started off the year great and we 
are working hard reviewing the classroom rules, rou-
tines, our names and our friends’ names. We will con-
tinue to work on these skills while working in small 
groups and with partners. In math the students have 
been learning to count, recognize numbers and subi-
tize. The students have been introduced to scissors 
and learn how important it is to be able to cut out ob-
jects. Continue to practice this skill at home by having 
your little ones cut up old magazines and paper. During 
the month of October, the students will begin Unit 2 
Our Environment. The students will learn about the 
outdoors and different habitats around them. The 
students will be engaged in the processes of predict-
ing, observing and recording through drawing and 
emergent writing. They will also continue to count, 
count objects, compare and contrast 2D and 3D 
shapes. 

 Throughout the month of October, we will 
be focusing on a different unit of study in read-
ing each week. Our books will encompass the al-
phabet, counting, colors, apples and pumpkins. 
We will be using a variety of fiction and nonfic-
tion texts to make connections as we explore 
these topics. Our Kindergarten expectation is 
for students to be able to identify all letters of 
the alphabet by this month, so please continue to 
work with your child on identifying uppercase 
and lowercase letters at home. In math, we will 
be focusing on making sets of objects to 10 as 
well as counting aloud to 25 and recognizing num-
bers. Please continue to review letter sounds at 
the beginning and ending of words and recogniz-
ing the sight words listed: a, am, go, I, is, like, 
my, see, an, and, at, can, in, it, the, to 

During the month of October we will be 
reading stories about Families.  We will be noting 
the changes in the seasons as we explore the world 
outdoors.  We will be studying mammals and writing 
stories about them.  We will also begin reading a 
nonfiction text about Fire Safety which we will 
coordinate with Fire Prevention week and our visit 
from local fire fighters and the Fire Marshall.  In 
math we will work on skip counting patterns, great-
er than and less than and base-ten blocks.  We will 
also have great fun working on a corn activity with 
the help of our 4-H representative, Barbara Barga. 

 Third Grade is off to a great start. We 
are enjoying getting to know your child. Writing 
has become a primary focus of our curricu-
lum.  The children are boosting their writing 
stamina and working on Narratives as they devel-
op as writers.    We will continue with our Rela-
tionship theme in reading.  In Math, we are ex-
ploring a variety of concepts and will spiral 
back to them throughout the year.  Remember, 
your child’s fluency in basic facts will be helpful 
to them as we dig deeper into math concepts. 
Please remember to check your child’s graded 
work in the blue folder as it comes home weekly.   

 First grade students are off to an amazing 
start of the year!  We are looking forward to Octo-
ber and we are excited about all of the learning op-
portunities that will be going on.  In reading, we will 
be covering a couple fun units that include “The Im-
portance of Friendship” and “Family”. Along with 
these themes, we will be working together to learn 
qualities of being a good friend and a productive 
family member.  We will also be incorporating the 
following skills into our lessons: short vowels, se-
quencing, and attributes of our books characters.  
In math, we will be focusing on counting, recognizing 
and writing numbers to 100, and word problems. We 
will also work on addition and subtraction within 10. 
This month we will also explore Pumpkins and incor-
porate them into our science, math and language 
skills.  We are very fortunate to have Mrs. Barga 
from the 4-H organization to come in monthly to 
work with all of our students. She adds fun hands-
on enrichment activities to complement our curricu-
lum.  At the end of the month our school will hold 
its annual Trunk or Treat; so if you are interested 
in decorating a car, sign up!   As always, if you have 
any questions please contact your child’s teacher 
either by agenda, phone, or attend our PTA night 
October23th. 



 

 

Good Dolphin Character Makes a Difference! 

 Wonderful Willards Elementary School has started off in the right direction.  We have 

many students who are going above and beyond to show respect in different ways.  Some 

of the examples of their actions are helping a friend clean up a mess, opening doors for 

others, following directions and using good manners to just name a few.  Please continue 

to model respectful ways with your children, it’s making a huge difference!  

 During the month of September, I visited classrooms to teach lessons on respect.  

We discussed ways to say hello to a friend and making sure we speak to everyone.  We al-

so talked about being a respectful learner and making a difference in everyone’s educa-

tion.  By listening to school rules and following directions, our students are on their way to 

becoming a Dynamic Dolphin:  respectful, responsible and ready to learn.    Our 2nd and 3rd 

grade students are participating in the Sandy Hook Promise, “Start with Hello Week”.  We 

would like to raise awareness and educate others to create a culture of inclusion and con-

nectedness within our school and community.   

 Congratulations to the September Dolphin Great Character Club Winners!  In pre-

kindergarten, they are Eliana Green, Rhyan Parsons, Charlotte Wootten and Sophia 

McDorman.  In kindergarten, they are Aleah Bolles, Malia Gray, Wyatt Taylor, Carlee Fos-

key, Anthony Saldana, Ava Dabrasky, Peyton Zidanic, Arybel Padilla-Saldana and Ally 

Gray.  In first grade, they are Jacob Dobbert, Liam Hill, Joslyn Brodie, Thomas Tyndall, 

Bryce Wagner, Lilly Adkins and Noah McCoy.  In second grade, they are MaKayla Peek, 

Abigail Smith, Jasmine Marshall, Layla Townsend, Van Ringgold, Khloee Cox, Isabella 

Bruzzese and Wyatt Woodgeard.  In third grade, they are Brannon Friese, Madison Paz-

dan, Alexis Mason, Oziel Moreno-Zamudio, Darius Moore, Alana Davis and Layne Holland. 

 October’s character trait will be responsibility.  Our Red Ribbon Week Celebration 

will be from October 23rd through October 31st to encourage everyone to make healthy 

choices for a healthy life.  Also, we will honor our Veterans during the week of November 

12th – 16th with a wall of heroes in our school.  Please look for more information to come 

home in a few weeks. 

Sincerely,  

Chris Thompson 

School Counselor   



 

 

The ARTS are Happening at WWS!  

October begins with co-teaching lessons in full swing. Students are 
creating self-collages, working with improvisation and feeling flashcards, 
using drama with animal habitats, classifying animals and rhythm, and 
rhyming words with movement and drama. Each grade level will focus on 
one animal classification for the year: 3rd grade (birds), 2nd grade 
(mammals), 1st grade (fish), k (amphibians) and pre-k (reptiles).  

Media Memos    
Students can use Destiny at home check to see what books are in the  
     Media Center by using this link:  http://64.26.102.182 
 

 The Book Fair is coming!  If you would like to volunteer to help us, 
please fill out the attached form and send it in asap.  We can’t do it 
without you so please consider volunteering!        

http://64.26.102.182


 

 

Health Room News 
 

Influenza (Flu) and H3N2v Variant Flu Guidelines - October, 2017  

The 2017-2018 influenza (flu) season is underway, and the Maryland Department of Health (MDH) urges 

families, schools, child care centers and family child care homes to take precautions to protect children from 

seasonal flu, as well as a type of flu called H3N2v variant flu.  

Help slow the spread of all flu viruses, including H3N2v:  

• Encourage children and staff with flu-like illness to seek medical attention, regardless of whether  

they have recently been near pigs.  

• Encourage sick children and staff to stay home until their illness is over (fever free for at least 24  

hours without fever reducing medicines), as per MDH’s Communicable Diseases Summary and the  

Maryland State Department of Education’s Illness and Reportable Diseases in Child Care Resource Guide.  

• Educate parents, children, and staff to take everyday preventive actions to prevent the spread of flu.  

• Ensure adequate time and supplies are provided for handwashing and encourage children and staff to prac-

tice cough etiquette.  

• Encourage children and staff to get the seasonal flu vaccine. While this vaccine will not protect against 

H3N2v variant flu, it will help to slow the spread of seasonal flu.  

Additional information can be found on the following websites:  

• The CDC website contains useful supplemental guidance for schools to respond to flu, including the  

H3N2v virus: http://www.cdc.gov/flu/swineflu/h3n2v-schools.htm  

• Attached are CDC posters, which contain helpful guidance applicable to schools and child care  

centers and homes about flu prevention and treatment:  

https://www.cdc.gov/immigrantrefugeehealth/pdf/seasonal-flu/contamination_cleaning_english_508.pdf  

https://www.cdc.gov/immigrantrefugeehealth/pdf/seasonal-flu/what_to_do_english_508.pdf  

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/swineflu/h3n2v-schools.htm  

• Additional information about H3N2v variant flu is also available on the MDH website at  

https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/Pages/variant-influenza.aspx  

 

 



 

 

Dear Parents and Families, 

The Scholastic Book Fair will be at our school November 12-16.  Our Book Fair theme for fall 2018 is En-

chanted Forest, a whimsical place full of irresistible books kids can’t wait to read so their imaginations can 

grow!  We’d like your help to make this Book Fair that “once upon a time” experience for our students and 

inspire “happily ever after” results! 

We need your help!!!  If you would like to volunteer, please complete the form below by circling how you 

would like to help and return the form to me or go to this link and sign up:    http://www.scholastic.com/bf/

willards.  

  

Thank you so much! 

Vicki Ewalt 

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Sign me up to help at the Book Fair! 
 

Name             Telephone       

Email            Child’s name                                   

 

Dates & times you would like volunteer (i.e.- Monday morning, Thursday afternoon) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Circle areas where you’d like to help:  

 • Helping shoppers at the Fair/Checkout   • Setting up the Fair         

        • Making Decorations                                                   • Packing up the Fair 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veterans Week Long Celebration at Wonderful Willards 

This year we are going to celebrate our Veterans by having a display of all 

the local Veterans in our Willards School families.  Our third graders will create a 

biography of the Veteran and their work will be on display the week of Nov. 12th – 

16th.  If you have a family member who is a Veteran, please complete the form be-

low and send in a picture of the Veteran if possible.  Please return this form 

and a picture if possible to Mrs. Thompson by Friday, October 5th. 

 

Veteran ___________________________________________ 

Willards Student______________________  Relation to Veteran __________ 

Years of service ______________________________ 

Branch of the military ___________________________________________ 

Most memorable moment __________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

Greatest accomplishment __________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Who Wants PIZZA???? 



 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

B 1 

School 
Store  

C 2 D 3 

Progress 
Reports 
distributed 

E 4 F 5  6  7 

A 8 B 9 C 10 

Bookmobile 

 

D 11 E 12  13  14 

F 15 A 16 B 17 

Spirit Day 

 

C 18 

School 
Closed 

 

D 19  20  21 

Joe Corbis 
Pick Up 
3:00-6:00 

E 22 

PTA 
Meeting 
5:30 

F 23 A 24 B 25 

Picture Day 
Trunk or 
Treat 

 C 26  27  28 

D 29 E 30 F 31         

              

NOTES: 

Upcoming dates to remember: 

Nov. 5th– School closed for professional day 

Nov. 6th– School closed for election 

Nov. 12th-16th-American Education Week 

Nov. 16th-Grandparents Luncheon 

Nov. 21st-23rd-Thanksgiving break 


